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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Night at Hellfire 

Trailers: Copyright Warning Notice 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• •••••••••••••••< 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Night at Hellfire is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording is set in a North American sadomasochistic ‘Hellfire’ Club. It 
appears to be a record of the events of a sadomasochistic performance evening. 

There are a range of activities presented such as flagellation, weighting of nipples and 
genitalia, the insertion of needles into buttocks, and cunnilingus. The depictions of 
sadomasochistic activity are strong and impactful. The publication has been found to 
support and tend to promote the infliction of extreme violence and extreme cruelty. It 
involves depictions of a man having his pubic hair set alight whilst restrained and 
writhing in obvious pain. There is also a lengthy segment in which a man has needles 
fired into his buttocks, has his hair pulled sharply on several occasions, and is taunted 
with a lit cigarette in close proximity to his nipples. Depictions of this activity are edited 
alternately with depictions of a severe whipping received by a second restrained man. 
The second man also has his genitals weighted and his nipples clamped. Both men 
appear to be experiencing extreme distress and pain. The titillatory sexual context 
within which these activities are enacted demonstrates the publication's intention to 
sexually arouse the viewer, thus creating a positive experience, and having the effect of 
supporting and tending to promote the activities depicted in the publication. 

Because the video recording supports and tends to promote these activities the 
publication falls within s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (the FVPC Act). This section of the FVPC Act is a deeming provision which 
overrides s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The publication in its present 
state is therefore deemed objectionable. Two excisions to remove the scenes were 
recommended, but the owner failed to respond to the excision notice within the 
specified period. 
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